
RICHARD CULPIN
(PARISH CLERK FROM 1932 TO 1943)
Richard Culpin (1870-1960) was an ‘incomer’ to Melling. His life-line is an interesting 
example of the opportunities for personal advancement brought by universal elementary 
education, and for steady employment provided by the extensive railway network. 

Richard was born in East Langton, Leicestershire, on 25 May 1870 and baptised on 10 
July. His father John Culpin (1843-1906) was a farm labourer/waggoner in Tur Langton, 
Leicestershire, for all his working life.

By the age of 20, Richard was working as a railway porter, staying as a boarder in 
Keighley. He joined the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants in 1895, and by 1901 
he was a signalman. In 1896, in Keighley, he married Ruth Ellen Graham (1867-1949), 
who had been a spinner in a worsted factory, and then a bobbin polisher, since the age of 
14; her father was a foreman over machine combers.

THE FAMILY MOVES TO MELLING
Richard and Ruth’s daughter Florence Ann 
was born in Bentham in 1898, and their son 
John Arthur was born in Keighley in 1899. 
At some time between 1901 and 1903, the 
family moved from Highfield Terrace, Low 
Bentham to Melling, renting Lune Cottage 
(formerly and subsequently known as 
Todds House). In 1925, Richard and Ruth 
Culpin buy Lune Cottage for £160. In the 
1939 Register, Richard is described as a 
retired railwayman and ARP Report Centre 
volunteer. Following Ruth Culpin’s death in 
1949, Richard sold Lune Cottage for £1,900 
and moved to Southwell, Nottinghamshire.

Richard and Ruth Culpin at Lune Cottage



1919-1939 - PUBLIC SERVICE
Richard soon took an interest in local affairs: in September 1903, he attended a meeting 
in Melling held for the purpose of selecting subjects for the evening school, and in August 
1913 he attended a meeting held to discuss the Melling Charities. His first recorded 
attendance at the Annual Parish Meeting was in 1907; thereafter, his presence is recorded 
at 33 of the 43 Annual Parish Meetings held between 1907 and 1949. From 1932 to 1943, 
Richard served as Parish Clerk. He attended several of the additional Parish Meetings 
which were held in the years after 1918, and especially from 1930, to discuss issues such 
as road safety, public transport and public services (water, electricity, etc). He also found 
time to audit the accounts of the Melling Women’s Institute until 1949.

From 1919-1949, Richard served as the elected councillor for Melling-with-Wrayton on the 
Lunesdale Rural District Council. For some years, he was Chairman of the LRDC (many 
LRDC records were destroyed in the 1946 fire at the council offices in Hornby). In this 
capacity, he would have participated in discussions on the implications for the wider district 
of national and regional programmes for post-war reconstruction, such as the Electricity 
Supply Act 1919, the Housing, Town Planning, &c. Act 1919, and the Manchester 
Corporation Water Act 1919, concerning the supply of water from Haweswater.

WATER, WATER!
Not surprisingly, Richard sought to persuade the ratepayers of Melling-with-Wrayton of 
the benefits of a piped water supply; but at parish meetings held in 1919 (twice), 1925 and 
1930, he was on the losing side in proposing that the Parish make provision for it: 

●● In August 1919, he stated ‘that, as he had been elected the Rural District Councillor for 
the Township, he considered it his duty to bring the question of a Water Supply before 
the Council’

●● In December 1919, he moved a resolution ‘That this meeting is of opinion that the 
present water supply is inadequate and that a better and more efficient supply is 
urgently needed for the whole of the inhabitants’. This resolution received only 4 votes, 
as against 28 votes for an amendment that ‘it is not advisable at the present time to 
saddle the Township with the cost of a water supply’

●● At a special meeting in April 1925, following a presentation by the Clerk to the R.D.C., 
it was proposed ‘that the matter be allowed to drop’, whereupon Richard Culpin moved 
an amendment ‘that the R.D.C. get a guarantee for the quantity to be supplied and to 
ascertain the lowest charges for the supply’. This amendment received 5 votes; the 
original proposal was carried with 22 votes in favour



●● At the Annual Parish Meeting in March 1930, he seconded a resolution, proposed by 
Sir Henry Darlington, ‘That a supply for the Parish be obtained from the Manchester 
Corporation, subject to satisfactory arrangements being made in reference to the 
cost’; when the vote was tied at 11 to 11, Richard successfully proposed that a second 
meeting be called for 9 April

●● At this second meeting, he proposed a resolution ‘requesting the Rural District 
Council to apply to the Manchester Corporation for a supply of water from the M/cr 
aquaduct [sic] as prescribed in Section 118 of the Act of 1919’; this was rejected by 
22 votes to 31

1949 - RETIREMENT
Here is how Richard’s retirement from the Lunesdale R.D.C was recorded, in the 
Minutes of the 17 March 1949 meeting of the Melling-with-Wrayton Parish Council: ‘As 
Mr. Culpin was retiring after 30 yrs with the Lunesdale R.D.C. it was agreed to raise a 
public subscription to present him with a testimonial for his valuable work for the parish’. 
The presentation of this testimonial is duly recorded in the Minutes of the Annual Parish 
Meeting held on 31 March 1949:
To mark Mr. Culpin’s 30 years of service as a Rural District Councillor, the Chairman 
presented him with an inscribed wallet containing £30 [equivalent to over £1000 in 2019], 
raised by public subscription in Melling & Wrayton parish. Mrs. Bentley also handed 
to Mr. Culpin a sheaf of flowers for his wife, who was unable to be present owing to 
illness. Several present spoke in appreciation of Mr. Culpin’s work on behalf of Melling & 
Lunesdale.

Later in 1949, his wife Ruth died in Southwell, Nottinghamshire, where Richard died on 30 
November 1960.

BILLIARDS
Richard was a keen and competitive 
billiards player. Here he is in 1935 at the 
presentation of the Darlington Challenge 
Cup for billiards. Richard is standing at the 
far right of the photo, holding the smallest of 
the three cups on view. 

For several years, Richard was Chairman of 
the Lunesdale Billiard League, and in 1955, 
as past Chairman, he was invited to return Lady Darlington presenting the winner’s cup



to Melling for the presentation of the Lunesdale Billiard League Trophy at the League’s 
annual Whist Drive and Dance, held in Melling Hall. Here Richard is standing at the far left 
of the photo.

David Nott, Melling, July 2019

Sir Harold Parkinson 
presenting the 
Lunesdale Billiard 
League Trophy


